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1 PRICE SIX PENCE. I-: 


vp 


* 


iy cf 
Marr. v. . 14. and 16. 


Ye are th light of- the world. it; your light þ 


ſhine vefore men, that they may ſee your good 5 


3 and 'ghrify Hour F. Ry which þ is in heu- 
den * 


HESE iid are a t of Har cele- 
brated ſermon preached by our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, upon a mountain in 
= Galilee; wherein are contained the nobleſt ma- 
2 xims of pure and undefiled religion, the moſt ſa- 
c red and important laws of holineſs and integri- 
ty, of uprightneſs and ſincerity, in a great mea- 


| 27 fure unknown to the world before: -----herein, 
in ſhort, is laid down every rule for perfecting 


the judgment and ennobling the mind, for re- 
gulating the affections and influencing the con- 
duct; and the whole 1s delivered in the moſt Plain 


Y and obvious manner. 


THis great and divine Teacher of mankind 7 
gave authority to his doctrine by the eternal rea» 
> fon upon which it was founded, as well as by 
the mighty works he did in confirmation of It. 
The worſhip of God had been greatly corrupt- 


ed by the Jewiſh teachers, and the rule of life 


and happineſs miſerably perplexed by the tradi- 


3 tions and doctrines of men: falſe gloſſes had _ 
= been put upon the law of God, maſt reſtraints 


and ; 


UF) b 


and limits upon che eternal rule of righteouſ- 


neſs, and the force of it in many inſtances ex- 


plained away. In ſhort, the moral law, which 


s a tranſcript of the divine perfections and cha- 
racter, was explained in ſuch a way and manner 
4s gave liberty to the greateſt wickedneſs to be | 
--=. committed. | 7 
WEN this now was sche ſtate of the] evil na- 
tion, and when the Gentile world was in no better, 
but in a much worſe ſituation as to religion and 
morals, our divine Saviour ſea ſonably appears un- 
der the amiable character of the light of the world; ©: 
reſcues the law of God from the falſe gloſſes and 


abſurd interpretations which had been put upon 
it by the Rabbies of Iſrael, gives ſolemn inſtan- 


ces and degrees of holineſs and virtue, which, 
though not altogether unknown to the Ancients, = 
yet were never put among the precepts of philo- } 
ſophy that were reckoned binding ; and he en- 


forces thele precepts with motives in a great mea- 
ſure peculiar to himſelf. 


Our Saviour, having in the 3 context 


| defotibed the character and bleſſedneſs of ſuch ö 
as ſhould embrace his religion, comes, from the ; 


13th verſe and downwards, to addreſs himſelf 


more immediately to his diſciples, whom he had | 


lately called to follow him, and who were ſoon 


| after this to be inveſted with the character of 
1 Apoſtles, to publiſh his religion to the world. 
Te are the falt of the earth, &c. as if he had 


aid, ye are appointed by the pure and holy doc- 


- trine > which ye are to Peach: and by the lavour 


of 
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of your holy eaferiticn;" to reclaim 26d reform 
a finful and guilty world, to open men's eyes, 


and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 


from the power of Satan unto God, that they 
may receive forgiveneſs of fins, and ir.heritance 
among them which are ſanctified by faith that 
is in me; but if you, and your ſucceſſors in of- 
fice, ſhall, by f wickedneſs and impiety of 
your lives, or by your ſlothfulneſs, loſe te fa. 


vour of your good converſation, what can you 


expect, but to be rejected of me at laſt, as rot- 


ten and purrified members of my _.” 
NExT follow the words of our text, Ye are 


the light of the world. Let your light ſo ſhine be- 


fore men, that they may ſee your good works, and 


glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
WE find our Saviour, by way of eminence, 


calling himſelf the light of the world: I am the 
light of the world; and as ſuch we find him de- 
5 ſcribed by the ancient prophets. _ 


Now, light, by an eaſy and elegant metaphor, 


: ſignifies truth or knowledge ;. becauſe, what light 
is to the eye, to guide and direct the body in the = 
common affairs and concerns of life, that truth 
or inſtruction is to the ſoul in a moral or reli- 
gious ſenſe, to inform the judgment, and direct 
the conduct. As the ſun is the ſource and cauſe 


of light and life to the natural world, the ſame 


Jeſus Chriſt is by the gladdening and rejoicing 

truths and doctrines he taught to the ſouls of 
men: and as the apoſtles of our Lord, and the 
. Paſtors and teachers of the Chriſtian chuck N 


honoured 


1 S ans. — 
7 . 
* 6 N * 
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honoured to be workers "Math: ah him, in 
publiſhing his doctrine to mankind, in enligh- | 
tening the minds of men in the knowledge of 
ſpiritual and divine things, and pointing out to 
Prem the road to eternal felicity; ſo, with the 
utmolt propriety, may they be ſtyled the light 
H the world, borrowing and deriving their light 
and all their other accompliſhments from him 
and his bleſſed Spirit, to fit and furniſh them 
for their arduous work. 
„ your light fo ſhine befors men, that they 
may fee your good wirbt, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven, i. e. be ye careful, in the high 
and eminent ſtation, in which ye are ſoon to be 


Placed, to let the light of your doctrine and ex- 


ample ſhine ſo conſpicuouſly before men, that 
they being convinced of the excellency of your 
doctrine, by the bleſſed influence of it upon 
your own lives, may thereby be invited and en- 
gaged to the belief and practice of it, and thus 

glorify gau Father which i 1s in heaven, 


© Is this view, then, I propoſe by divine aſliſt- 

ance, to conſider the words of the text: and, in 

diſcourſing from them, ſhall, Firſt, Attempt to 
ſhew, that the apoſtles ſhone as the light of 
the world both by their doctrine and example. 
Hence natively will follow, in the Second place, 
and by way of Application, the obligations Thich 
we, who are the eſtabliſhed teachers and inſtruc- 
tors of mankind, are under, to imitate them in 
both of theſe eee to chis pi | 
the | 


8 
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the Apoſtle Paul, Be 9e followers me even as 


{ an of Chriſt, BCor, 1, i 1444 
As this ſubject is exceeding; coptous, I ca 


only take notice of a few general things upon it to 
prevent being tedious. And what I propoſe. to of 
fer upon it ĩs only by way of rem rancer to you 
0 my reverend Fathers and Brethren. 1 know you 5 
and myſelf too well, to pretend to any thing 
more. e e maid e e 


I. TEN, I am to ſhew that the apoſtles 
ſhone as the light of the world by their doctrine 
and example. And, 1ſt, by their doctrine. 
Now, what were the doctrines they taught 
in conſequence of the commiſſion they received 
from their Lord and Maſter? Why, in the fir/? 
place, They exhibited to the world a perfect ang 
complete ſyſtem of pure and undefiled religion iin 
its primitive ſimplicity and perfection, altogether 
free from every low, unworthy, and debaſing 
F ee ee 


| In the Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Je- 


ſus Chriſt, we have preſented to our view, for 


inſtance, the moſt glorious repreſentation of the 
ſupreme Being, what he is in himſelf, and in 

what relation he ſtands to us. In himſelf, he is 

repreſented as infinitely great and tranſcendently 
2? excellent, as the one only, the living and the true 
God, infinite, eternal, unchangeable, and abſo- 
= lutely independent, poſſeſſed of all thoſe excel- : 
2 tncies of nature which can juſtly claim the ſu- 
preme eſteem, love, and veneration of all his ra- 


tional 


** 


( 3 


tonal and intelligent creatures, viz. of almighty | 


power and infinite underſtanding, of impartial 


and inflexible juſtice, of unſpotted purity and 
holineſs, of immutable truth and veracity, and 
of boundleſs and unlimited goodneſs. . 
"THERE he is repreſented, beſides, not only as 
hs great and Almighty Lord and Creator of hea- 
ven and of earth, but as continually upholding al! 
his creatures in being, by the word of his almigh- 
ty power, and by the conſtant influence and care 
of an all - wiſe and over-ruling providence. The 
creation, and every part of it, is repreſented as 
full of him; and nothing which he hath made 
is either ſo great, ſo little, or ſo diſtant, which 
he does not eſſentially inhabit.—— 
Ix ſhort, his providence is there ſaid to be 
univerſal, extending not only to the great and 
important events in the univerſe, but even to tge 
very minuteſt circumſtance attending the leaſt 
and loweſt of his creatures, ſo that the very hairs 
of our head are all numbered by him, and not a 
Jarrow can fall to the ground without the Lor We 
lege of our heavenly Father. 
 Laſth, Under what a variety of beautiful 
and tender images is he there deſcribed as ſtand- 
ing related to us? Not barely as our Creator 
and Preſerver, but as our moſt merciful Father 
in jeſus Chriſt, and in him the Father of mer- | 
_ cies, and God of all comfort and conſolation, + 
at the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuf- 
Jering, and ſlow to wrath, not dealing with us af-. 
ter our ft nr, mor 9 us according to our ini. 
ſuitier, ; 


— 
7 


W 8 
As the right government of the heart is a du- 
ty of the higheſt moment and importance in re- 
ligion, and of the utmoſt conſequence to our pre- 
ſent and future happineſs, ſo our divine Saviour, 
> who himſelf was well acquainted with human 
nature, and knew what was in man, framed all 
bis laws for regulating the affections and diſpo- 
ſitions of the mind, from whoſe ungoverned mo- 
tions all the evils and diſorders in human life do 
... oor opt 1s ae. 
Hs has not only guarded, by the purity and 


$38 


 quities, but pitying our weakneſs and infirmities, 


as a father pitieth his children, as delighting in 


mercy, whilſt judgment is repreſented to be his 
ſtrange work. . ee 

IN the ſecond and laſt place upon this head, 
the apoſtles, as the light of the world, have not 
only preſented us with a glorious deſcription of 


God, his perfections and government, hut have 


further given us an entire and complete body of 
” the beſt laws and precepts, for regulating every 
part of our inward as well as outward man, and 
that both with reſpe& to God, our neighbour, 


ſpiritual nature of his precepts, againſt the defor- 


mities of practice and our ill behaviour in life, 


but has gone higher, and recommended the go- 


vernment of the paſſions as our great buſineſs 

in life; has laid down ſuch rules for the attain- 

ing of puiity and holineſs, as are agreeable to the 

beſt reaſon, and at the ſame time adapted to the 
3 underlitanding of all mankind, _ 


— — — ee . —— 
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Kun. the laws and precepts of Chriflianity, | 
1 ſay, are founded upon the beſt reaſon, and ap- 
prove themſelves at firſt view to every ingenu- 

ous mind, and are ſummed up by our Lord 
and his a oftles in a few eaſy propoſitions. To 
love the Lord our God with all our heart and foul, 
and ſtrength and mind; to worſhip him who is a 
Spirit i in ſpirit and in truth ; to love our neighbour 
ar ourſelves ; to do juſtly, to love mercy, and 10 | 
walk humbly with Gd; to put on (as the elect of 
God, holy and beloved) boevels of mercies, kindneſs, 


13 of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, &c. * 
To deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live © 


 ſabery, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world; ; 
to deny ourſelves, to mortify our members which =_ 
ure upon the earth, to cleanſe ourſelves from all 


filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs 


- the fear of God: in a word, to be holy as God 
It holy, pure as heis Pure, and henfell as our Fa 4 1 
ther which is in heaven is perfett, — 


Laſth, Urox this head; what ſhews the fin : 


perior excellency of the laws and precepts of our 
holy religion above all others, is, that they reach 
to the heart as well as to the external behaviour; 


they not only require external innocence and de- 


; cency of character, but an entire probity, an in⸗ 


ward ſanctity, and a regard to what is good and 


excellent, and naturally amiable ; they regard the 
cleanneſs of the heart, and the renovation of the 
mind, in the likeneſs of the divine nature: The © 
law is ſpiritual, and the commandment is 7 9 


ud juſt and god, Rom, v vil. 12, + 
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Bor, to proceed, and in the ſecond place, the 
apoſtles, as the light of the world, have opened 
up to us a new and ſurpriſing ſcene of the di- 
vine adminiſtration of the world, carrying on by 


the eternal and only begotten Son of God, and 
| the bleſſed Spirit, for the recovery and falvation 


of mankind, who are repreſented 1 in {cripture to 


| be 1 ina N of ruin. 


TH E ſacred writers inform us, that this fits 
was not the original appointment of God, but 


took its riſe from the wilful tranſgreſſion of our 
firſt parents, who were created originally in a 


holy and happy ſtate, having the divine image 
ſtamped in legible characters upon their ſouls, in 
which conſiſted their higheſt dignity, honour, 


and glory. Being in honour, and in happineſs, 


we are taught, they did not abide, but fell from 
their original glory and perfection, and ſunk down 


into a ſtate of degeneracy and corruption, by 
- which they not only forfeited all claim and title 


to the divine favour and acceptance, but expo- 
ſed themſelves, and their poſterity, to all the 


mournful confequences of their apoſtaſy from 


God. 


Tu vs all fleſh, having corrupted their way 
before God, were reduced to the moſt wretched 


and forlorn circumſtances. 


Tu E colours are by no means too firong, 


9 which the apoſtle employs in drawing the cha- 
racter of the Gentile world, at the time our di- 


vine Saviour made his appearance in human life; 
contemporary writers Juſtify him, when he de- 
{cribes 


(ts) 


{ſcribes mankind to have been, at that time, alie- 
nated from the life sf God, walking in vanity, 
through the blindneſs of their minds; and that, 


being paſt feeling, they were given up to a repro- 
bate mind, to work all manner of wickedneſs and 
uncleanneſs with greedineſs., _ 5 | 


As for the Jews, notwithſtanding they had *_ 
been favoured with a peculiar revelation of the 
Divine will, ſtamped with all the characters of ß 
truth and divinity, a very neceſſary circumſtance, 


to be ſure, to give it the juſt force of a law, and 1 


which was wholly wanting in the Gentile reli» 

gion; inſtead of regulating their lives by thole 
cternal and immutable laws of righteouſneſs and | 

| holineſs, clearly made known to them by Mofes 


and the prophets, they ſatisfied themſelves with 


ceremonial obſervances; and, fond of ſuch rites 

which pleaſe the imagination, they little mind- - 
ced the purification of their hearts, but ſubſtitu- * 
ted a world of vain and inſignificant traditions | 
in the room of the fubſtantial and weighty mat- 

ters of the law, judgment, mercy, and the love 


WIEN Jews and Gentiles were in this fad _ 


and deplorable ſtate, having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world, the inſpired writers of tage 
Neu Teſtament further inform us, that almighty *- 
God, from all eternity, foreſeeing the fatal apo- 
ſtaſy of the human race, did not determine, in a 
Way of ſtrict rigour, and unrelenting ſeverity, to 
doom ver a ſinful and guilty world toendleſsand | / 
"Inevitable miſery, but from the immenſe benigni- * 
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ty of his nature, entertained the kind and gra- 
cious deſign of ſaving a ſinful and guilty world, 
and re-inſtating it into his favour and friend- 
? ſhip; but, at the ſame time,, the wiſdom of his 
government, and the purity of his nature, made 


i abſolutely neceſſary, before he could do this, 

that he ſhould publiſh and declare the odious | 
nature of our crimes, how hateful and offenſive | 9 
do himſelf, how contrary to the laws of his wiſe | 
3 adminiſtration, and how dangerous to the world 5 U 
1 1 in general, =» a. | 
- } Now, the 8 which the N and | 
> righteous Governor of the world hath given us, 

is, that he ſent his only begotten Son into the © ll 


] 
s _ world, not only to give us a re- publication of 
2 the religion or law of nature, which mankind 
S had corrupted, and the very knowledge of which 
Was, in a great meaſure, loſt ; but to give him 
- elf, his lite, a ranſom for the {ins of the 
s 2 world. 
T Tas porter: manner in which Chriſt in- 
terpoſed i in the redemption of the world, the ſa- 
tislaction or atonement he made for the ſins of 8 
tit, or his office as Mediator, in the largeſt ſenſe, 
between God and man, is thus repreſented to 
us in ſacred writ: that he was, by way of emi- 
nence, not only the Prophet, that Prophet that 


F ö . — 3 — 
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o- | ſhould come into the world, to declare the Divine ET 
12 Vill to mankind; but alſo. our great HighPriefl, WM 


to | to offer himſelf a propitiatory ſacrifice, and make 5 = 
nd atonement for the ſins of the world. „ 
ni- TI E apoſtles, who are characterized in the 1 
ty oe 5 | - 5 NS text. 


— —=———<v rv cove EE I Irs 


(14 ) 


text, as the light of the world, not only l 
that our Saviour died as a martyr, for the truth 

of his doctrine, and that he might ſet before 
his followers a perfect pattern of patience, un- 
der ſuffering, and reſignation to the will of God; 
but the apoſtles, 1 ſay, every where preached . 
this doctrine of Chriſt's being the atonement for 
the ſins of the world; and have, in multitudes 
- frag in their writings, declared, confirmed, 
and explained it at Jarge: they expreſly declare, | 
That Chriſt redeemed us with his blood; redeemed 
us bio the curſe of the law, being made a curſe 

| for us: that we have redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins: that he is ſet 
forth, or fore-ordained, to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, &c. Rom. _ 25. That he was 
once offered to bear the ſins of many: that his 
own ſelf bare our fr Ns in his Wn body o on the 3 
tree. : 
AN p, which ſeems of 3 weight, the 
Meſſiah is deſcribed, before-hand, in the Old 
Teſtament, under the ſame e and as a 4 


N to expiate ſiu *. 


FuRTHER, the whole train of legal "07 

ces, ceremonies, and oblations, plainly allude to 
the great and final atonement to be made vy the 

blood of Chriſt. 3 
Ir might alſo he ſhewn, that our Lond au: I 
: ſelf, during his miniſtry on earth, not only taught 
this doctrine; but the mournful complaints 
which he uttered, the terrors of ſoul, and in- 
5 ward 1 
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e 
ward agonies which he ſuſtained in the garden, 

and on the croſs, proclaimed the doctrine of a- 

tonement with inconteſtable evidence. _ 
Tus doctrine, and, in ſhort, the other peculiar 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, which are founded upon 
fit, and ſtrictly and inſeparably connected with it; 
ſuch as the pardon of ſin, and the interceſſion | 
of Chriſt in heaven, and other joyful doctrines — 
of the goſpel, ſubdued kingdoms to the belief # 


ol them, turned ſinners into ſaints, in multitudes, — 4 


1 
4 
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and reared up a church to Chriſt in this world, | 
in ſpite of all enemies and oppoſition, and againſt | 
| Which all the gates of hell have never been able l 


to prevail. 1 ; | | 
Max we, who are the miniſters of the goſpel | 
of Jeſus Chriſt, believe it; may we feel its di- | 
vine power and energy upon our own ſouls; and — 
may we preach it to you who attend upon the | 
: ordinances of the goſpel, as that alone, which, 1 
through a believing application to this blood of a- 
tonement, can adminiſter real comfort and con- 
ſolation to your ſouls, under the ſenſe of the 
many ſins you are juſtly chargeable with, in the 
ſight of an infinitely holy and righteous God. 
Wu a rich, what a divine profuſion of 
mercy and compaſſion, of grace and glory, ap- 
pears through the whole of this diſpenſation! a a 
' diſpenſation, indeed, full of grace and mercy, 
wiſely ordered and appointed by the great God 
s | himſelf, and by which he hath made ſufficient © 
proviſion for the reparation of his honour, the 
4 | Vindication of his holineſs, the ſatisfaction of his 
oY . ee juſtice, 


8 


( 16 ) 


juſtice; the manifeſtation of his truth and Faith- 


fulneſs, and for the preſent conſolation and eter- 


nal happineſs of all repenting believing {ſinners | 
to the end of the world. 
IN the loft place, upon this head; the apofiles, 
as the light of the world, have further informed 
us, that our bleſſed Saviour, in conſequence of 
his having offered himſelf a facrifice for our ſins 


upon the croſs, aſcended to heaven, where he ap- 
pears as our Advocate and Interceſſor with the 


Father, and effectually prevails with him, in vir- 
tue of this ſacrifice, to beſtow upon his people 
all the great and invaluable bleſſings of his pur- 
chaſe, promiſed in that everlaſting well- ordered 


and ſure covenant, of which he is ordained the 


MEDIATOR and SURETY. That he is inveſt- 
ed, beſides, with royal dignity and power over all 


5 che inhabitants of the viſible and inviſible worlds, 
particularly his church, over which he exerciſes 


an inviſible government himſelf, and by the a- 
gency of the eternal Spirit. F urther, that he i is 
conſtituted and appointed, by the Father, uni- 


verſal Judge of quick and dead; and that he 


will deſcend from heaven, in a glorious and illu- 


ſtrious way and manner, at the end of the world, 
to decide the fate of all mankind, by rendering 

to every one according to his works. The Father 
Jjudgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son: that all men ſhould honour the Son, : 


even as they honour the Father, John v. 22, 23. 


And, in the laſt place, we are expreſly inform- 
ed by St. Paul, that, when our divine Saviour 
hath 


»s 2 


+ 
7 38 
- 
7 
428 
$5 
it 
WF 
15 
» 
33 
* 
* 5 Þ * . 
PL 1 
; ** 
XI 
* 
WS + 
1 
* * { 
23 ; 
CIS » 
19 
Xt 
3 
Wo; } 
WS... 7 
SEA 
28 
. 
8. 
VA . 
Wis 
$4 
tt 
We 
"2" 
2 
hs © 
2 
* 
= 
21:20 
en + 
* 
; 5 8 
2 
3 
** 
es 
3 
2 
. 
vv 7% 
me 1 
7 ) 
3 
—_— 
; 8 
© ER 
N 
2 
4 
D 3s 7 
& 
> I 
. 8 U 
©: * 
ö of 
v * by. y 
2 
8 * o 
» 8 , 
= 
F 15 
* 
of 2 
; LF 
1 
£4 
"8 
3 
& * D - 
4 
EN! 
F 


all in at}. F FE 
Tu E time allotted for this diſcourſe, will not 
permit me to enter upon a more particular diſ- 
cuſſion of theſe great and intereſting ſubje&s; 
by publiſhing and tranſmitting of which, howe- 
ver, to poſterity, the apoſtles made good their 
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bs 


hath fully accompliſhed all the parts of his vaſt 


mediatorial undertaking, he will deliver up the 


kingdom to God, even the Father, that God may be 


character of being the light of the world. 


I the third place; the many full and ex- 
preſs promiſes of the bleſſed Spirit of all grace, 


not only to diſpel that darkneſs and ignorance, 


which hover over the underſtandings of men, 
but to enlighten our minds in the knowledge of 
of ſpiritual and divine things, and to purify our 
hearts and affections, are another very valuable 
and important part of Chriſtianity; and by aſſur- 
ing us of which, for the above purpoſes, and 10 
lead and guide us unto all truth and holineſs, the 


apoſtles juſtly merited the character of being the 


light of the world. 


LE any one but ſeriouſly reflect on the u- 
niverſal corruption and degeneracy of human na- 


ture in general, and his own propenſity and bias 


to that which is evil; let him, at the ſame time, 
leflect on the ſtrength and impetuoſity of his irre- 
gular appetites and deſires, the temptations of Sa- 
tan as well as the ſurrounding temptations of a vi- 
tious and corrupt world; when, ſay, he reflects 
ee, og 


see x Cor, xv. 24. and downwards. 
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upon, and conſiders all this, may not his hands 


hang down, and his face gather paleneſs? 
BuT what wonders may he not perform by 


the aſſiſtance of an almighty God, and an al 
ſufficient promiſe? If PR F 
give good gifts unto your children : how much more 
ſhall your heavenly Father give the Hol | Spirit fo. | 
them that aſk him? 3 
WHAT a noble, what a baren and di- of 
vine motive is this, to animate our zeal, and to 
engage us to the boldeſt efforts of goodneſs? 5 
A generous and divine cordial, indeed, to keep 
the ſoul from fainting unter the lente of its 


eing evil, know how to 


weakneſs, and to inſpire it with courage and in- 


trepidity in every hour of danger and difficulty. 
How rejoicing the promiſe, My grace ſhall ble 
ſufficient for ers and my ferengt perfetted in 
8 N 
Lx us lift up our ſouls, then, to almighty 
God, to the great Father of lights, from whom 
cometh down every good and perfect gift, that he 
would ſtrengthen us with might, by his Spirit, in 
| the inner man; that he would lead and guide us in 
the way in which wwe ought to go, and never Juſfer | 
us to be tempted beyond what we are able. 
IN the fourth place, the apoſtles, as the light 43 
| of the world, have eſtabliſhed and confirmed the | 
doctrine of a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- * 
ments, by aſſuring us that this life is not the 
| whole of our being, but that, on our leaving 
this world, we are to enter on a new ſcene of = 
. exiſtence, OD = 
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| ArvuTuElifeis a doctrine, for the cernitty 


of it, almoſt peculiar to revelation ; a doctrine 


extremely deſirable in its own nature, and of the 


greateſt conſequence to the peace and happineſs 


of mankind. 


Ir was, indeed, canvaſſed very narrowly by 
3 the ancient hiloſophers; and, after all, it had 
47 with few of them, as to in- 
2 fluence them to a ſteady and uniform courle of 
virtue. Some of them, however, thought it 
highly probable; and the reaſon they gave for 


it, was, that the beſt of men were often invol- 


ved in hardſhips and calamities in life; and there- 
fore it was but reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that God, 


in a future ſtate, would ſhew his love to virtue, 
and hatred of vice, by making a ſuitable diffe- 
rence and diſtinction betwixt the conditions of 5 


* and bad men. 
Nov, whether they ona the light they had, 


n this important and intereſting doctrine, to the 

_ 2 inveſtigations of their own unaſliſted reaſon, _ 
merely, or to ſome ancient tradition, derived 

Y originally from the ancient Patriarchs, or the 

2 Jews, to whom God, in ſome meaſure, had re- 
> vealed it, is uncertain: but, by whatever way 

they came to the knowledge of it, whether by 

the " ght of nature, or revelation, it is certain, 
the belief of it was rendered very doubtful by 
the diſputes of the beſt and wiſeſt ker z 

that ever lived; and thoſe of them who be- 

1 lieved! it, had yet very blind and imperfect no- 

3 tions concerning: its nature and duration. 
. SH Ts 
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them in their choice of virtue, and in their con- 
ſtant adherence to it in all caſes, and under all 
circumſtances whatſoever, ſeeing, whatever they 
may ſuffer in the cauſe of virtue and true reli- 


illuſtrious, and its cauſe triumphant. | 


argue about a future ſtate, which method might 
be of uſe to convince ſome of ſuperior under- 


Ta1s defect, however, of the light of na- 


ture, our Saviour, and his apoſtles, BY abun- ; 


dantly ſupplied in the goſpel revelation: men 
have now ſufficient encouragement to ſupport 


gion here, yet, in a future ſtate, it will appear 


BESIDES; the goſpel revelation is peculiarly 4 
afeful and valuable, in as much as it doth not, 


teach men by a long train of cloſe reaſoning to 


ſtanding, but would ſeldom be apprehended, and 3 


manner, without any ſtudied ornament tof peech, 


— — * — 


like the writings of the ancient philoſophers, 


as ſeldom attended to, by the generality of man- 
kind, who have neither leiſure nor abilities for 
philoſophical ſpeculations: but our divine Savi- 7 
our, and his apoſtles, have laid down this doc- 
trine in a plain and poſitive manner, as a truth 
to be received by immediate revelation from, 
and upon the authority of, God himſelf. The 1 
language of Chriſt is, He that believeth ſhall be 
| Javed; but he that believeth not ſhall be damned, 
I give unto my Sheep eternal life, and they „hall! 
never perich. The wicked shall go away into e- 
verlaſting punishment, but the righteous into life 
eternal. And the apoſtles, in all their writings, 
deliver this doctrine in the very ſame poſitive ® 


91 


or long chain of reaſoning: The gif of God is 
eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord: to 
them, who, by patient continuance in well-doing, E: 
ſeel for glory, and honour, and immor ality, he will > 
render eternal life. 
Ix would have been unbecoming our Saviour” 8 
dignity, as a prophet from God, and much more 
as the Meſſiah, to have entered into a long de- 
tail of reaſoning and argumentation about this y 
and the other doctrines of his religion: ſuch a 
method would have greatly derogated from the 
2 intrinſic evidence of Chriſtianity, the great deſign 
of which is to publiſh dottrines, to aſſert truths, 
and, authoritatively, to giye laws, for regulating 
the belief and practice of mankind. 
Z AFTER all, it muſt be acknowledged, that 
the reſurrection of our Saviour from the dead. 
and his conſequent aſcenſion into heaven, in pre- 
ſence of many witneſſes, is an argument for a 
life after this, an argument which will influence 
the bulk of mankind, more than all the reaſon- 
ings in the world, and che moſt ſubtile diſputa- 
dns. | 
Z AGailN; the apoſtles, as the light of the world, 
1 with the other inſpired writers, have fully alſu- 
2 red us, that our bodies ſhall be raiſed from the 
2 dead at our Lord's coming to judgment, though 
3 I mightily refined from all thoſe principles of cor- 
ruptible matter they now carry about with them: 
11 is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in incorrup- 
tive tion; it is ſown in diſhomour, it is raiſed i in glory ; 


ech, 5 | #7 is ſown in weakneſs, it is 2 5 in 3 it 
or * 17 


is ſown a natural body, it is ; raiſed a foiritual 
body. Marvel not at this, ſays our divine Saviour, 
for the hour is coming, in the which all that are 
in the graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come 
forth; they that have done good, unt9 the reſurrec- 
Hon of life, and they that have done evil, unto the 
reſurrection of damnation. _ 

* To conclude this head; the apoſtles, « as the 
Ig t of the world, in order to excite our ambi- 


cure an intereſt in the happineſs of the coming 


World, have given us ſuch encouraging and glo- Þ 
ious accounts of it, as infinitely exceed all thought 
and e ; but this I cannot now en- 


Orc more, in the fifth and laſt place upon 3 


this head; the apoſtles, as the light of the world, 


have aſſured us, that our preſent ſtate is a ſtate 
of trial and probation; that all the evils and 
hardſhips we meet. with in life, ſhall be over- 
ruled, to ſerve wiſe and important ends in the 
dine government, and be made to work tage- 


ther for good to them that love God, Rom. viii. 28. 


Z - ih and awiken our moſt ae pn care, to ſe- 


"CE 


IT muſt, indeed, be owned, that the cauſe of 
virtue, and true religion, has not had, many 
times, according to common eſtimation, that vi- 
ſible countenance and protection of heaven, ſuf- 
ſicient to ſupport its votaries in the ſteady prac- 
tice of it; the ways of heaven, no doubt, have 
been dark and intricate in this reſpect; bur yet 
we dare not fay they are unequal: for all theſe E 
lecrging evils which God — upon che belt of 
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| men, are for their good, though themſelves ſee. 
it not: even in a darker period of the world, 


Eliphaz, in Job, could ſay, Happy is the man 


whom God correcteth; therefore deſpiſe not thou 
the chaſtening of the Almighty. _ 5 
; of E ſpeculations of the philoſophers of old, 
an File men of antiquity, in this matter, ſigni- 
fied, plainly, their being puzzled, to the greateſt 
degree, concerning the ſeemingly unequal lots 
1 of” virtue and vice, in this world; they could 
have been ſatisfied to have had it otherwiſe, and 
ſtill hopes to find a juſt and wiſe adminiſtration: 
in conſequence of this, they thought it not im- 


probable, that God would ſend ſome divine 
Teacher to the world, to unravel the ſecrets of 
providence, and appear for the ſecurity of vir- 


tue. Some of them continued, however, to re- 
= commend religion to their diſciples; particu- 
| larly reſignation to the will of God, under the 


evils and calamities of life.— 


Ac cokpINò to the light they had, they in- 
deed reaſoned very well; but their reaſonings 
could never influence mankind to any tole- 
rable degree of this, or of any other virtue, be- 
cauſe they wanted authority to inforce their pre- 
cepts, and further aſſurances than they could 


poſſibly attain in their preſent ſituation. 
Fo this, among other weighty reaſons, 


our bleſſed Saviour appeared in the world, that 
he might publicly aſfert the juſtice and equi- 
ty of the divine management in this particular; 
that he might make known the cauſe of all * 
e eee. nen 
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evils which diſturbed and Aiſquicted the race ”Y 


human kind; that all men were guilty before 


God, and therefore labouring under the bad ef- 


fects of! it; that though our views of providence, 
and of God, were confuſed and imperfect. vet 
be reigned over the world in mercy anc i- 
neſs, and juſtice and judgment were the hadlu- 1 


tion of his throne. 


Bu x, beſides; the apoſtles aſſare x us, that hard- 0 
ſhips and ſuſerings are inſeparably connected 
with the notion of ſuch a ſtate of diſcipline as 
man kind are in at preſent; that, to be exempted 
from them altogether, would not at all be for 


ourreal intereſt and advantage. becauſe this being 


a ſtate of diſcipline and probation, whereby we 
are training up to a better and more perfect late, 
dur virtues and graces muſt be actuated and im- 
proved, for which ſufferings give us a fair oppor= 7 
tunity: they are the preſcriptions of a wiſe Phy- 
ſician, harſh, indeed, to the taſte, but neceſſary 
to cool the heat, and correct the i intemperance of 
7 life. of 
IN ſhort, they naturally wad to curb that va- 
nity and wantonneſs of temper, which, in an 
unmixed and proſperous ſtate, are apt to ſwell 
into extravagancies of ſpirit, and burſt into diſſo- 


luteneſs of manners. 
Ma xr paſſages of ſcripture might be named 


in confirmation of what has been above advan- : 
ced. Read the few following ; My fon, deſpiſe 85 J 
not the chaſtening of the Lord: neither be weary 
of his correttion: for whom the Lord loveth be 
— 
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correcteth, even as a father the ſon, in whom he 
delighteth*. For our light affliction, which is but 


for a moment, werketh for us a far more exceeding, 


ande ternal weight of glory T. Now, no chaſtening 


2 for the preſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 
nevertheleſs, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
Fruit of Corrs unto them which are eer- 


ciſed thereby x. It is for our profit our heavenly. 


| Father chaſtens us,, that we may be een f 


his holineſs FF. 

THESE are a 73k of the many great and im- 
portant doctrines, laws, and precepts, which the 
apoſtles, as the light of . the world, inſtructed man- 
kind in the knowledge, of. 

'THERE are many other i important Sofrines 


| and inſtitutions which they preached in their 
life-time, and tranſmitted to poſterity in their. 
2 writings, and which are wiſely adapted to the ne- 
ceſſities of mankind, and conducive to the pur- 
2? poſes of true piety and holineſs, but which I can- 


not now enter upon. 


w E 3 FREY RE II. To 3 als 


the apoſtles ſhone, as the light of the world, not 


1 only by their doctrine, but by their oo ly and un- 


blameable example. 


WHOEVER reads the Ads af 155 Apoſtles, and 5 


their Epiſtles to the churches, with an ordinary 


degree of attention, will, at once, lee the inſepa- 5 
rable 


4 . * Prov. i ii, TA 12. + 2 Cor, iy, 1 uh Heb. Nl. - 11. = 
2 | tt Heb, Xl, 10. 
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rable connection there was betwixt their dcrrine 
and example," and that the one was a tranſcript 
of the other. 


THY lived, in the main, as they taught; 


and they practiſed what they preached to others. 
They were an example of the believers, in Word, 
in conver fation, in charity, in Jpirit, in faith, in | 
_ purity, 1 I 


THEY were burning and ſhining lights! in the 


world; in a world ſitting in darkneſs, and! in the 9 
* and ſhadow of death. l 


By their regular and exemplary bd 2 


on, they pleaded, powerfully, the cauſe of their 
great Lord and Maſter, which attracted the at- 

tention and admiration of mankind, and gained 
more converts to the Chriſtian faith than all the © 
miracles they wrought beſides ; in ſo much, that 
te ancient apologiſts for the Chriſtian religion = 
could appeal to their very enemies for the truth | 
of this. Their piety ſhone ſo brightly, and 

with ſuch a ſuperior and commanding luſtre, 

that it appears to have been, as it were, the ani- 

mating principle roo” the whole of their 
character. ME 
As it was the grand aim of their lives to con- | 
vert ſouls to God, to reſcue them From the en- 
ſlaving power and empire of fin and Satan, and 
to bring them into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God; fo they performed thoſe kind 
offices with the greateſt readineſs, chearfulneſs, 
and delight. And, in order to this, they ventured 
| ww? the boldeſt efforts of ny; and, with a 


| becoming 


„ s 0 
„ we: 
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| becoming bravery and intrepidit ity of ſoul, ſteadi- 


ly and unweariedly, purſued it reſolutely, deſpi- 


ſing the threatenings of the mighty and the great; 

and undauntedly travelling on-wards in the fa- 
2 cred paths of piety and virtue, without betray- 
ing the leaſt ſymptom of fear and dread at what 
might befal them; although they well knew, 


that ſuch a courſe would not only endanger their 


preſent eaſe and ſafety, but expoſe them to the 
27 moſt dreadful ſufferings, and to death at laſt. 
Mone of theſe things move me, ſays the great a- 
poſtle of the Gentiles; neither count I my life dear 
unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with 
Joy, and the miniſtry, which I have received of the 


l Lord Teſus, to teſtify the &aſpe! of the 87% ace of 


God, Acts xx. 24. 


3 Ix a word, in all things they ſhewed them- 
3 Ges a pattern of good works. All the virtues 


and graces of the Chriſtian life ſhone brightly 


2 through the whole of their miniſtry. They li- 
ved by faith, they walked by faith; and, during 
their abode on earth, they had their converſation 
in heaven. 


Dip the apoſtles, as the light of the avorld, 


thus teach and preach, did they thus live, and - 
act the part aſſigned them by their great Lord, 
po as, on good grounds, they were able to lay, 
Our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our conſci- 
2 ence, that, in ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, not 
4 with fleſh] ly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, 
vue have had our converſation in the world? Sure- 
1 ly, then,; it becomes us, who bear the character 
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of miniſters 10 the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and to 


' whom he has committed the word of reconcilia- 


tion, to imitate theſe primitive founders of the 


_ Chriſtian church; and, that, both with reſpect 
do their faith and practice. 
Tunis was the II. and lf? thing we e propoſed 
2 little to conſider, and by way of Applica- 

tion. 5 3 
YE are the light of the world. toe; your light, I 
then, my reverend Fathers and Gel Sl fo 


ſhine before men, that they may fee your good works, 


and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
AN p, firſt, let the light of your doctrine ſhine 3 
conſpicuouſly before the world. 43 
Now, in order to the faithful and confiien- $ 
tious diſcharge of the important truſt commit- 7? 
ted to us by the great Shepherd and Biſhop of 
ſouls, it becomes us, frequently, and fervently, 
to lift up our ſouls to the great Father of lights, 
that he would diſplay before our minds, all thge 
glory and majeſty of ſpiritual and divine things; 

that he would make a divine light and truth to de- 

ſcend into our hearts; that we may underſtand, 

and clearly diſcern, the worth and! importance of 

all thoſe great and intereſting truths revealed to 
us in the holy ſctiptures; that we may feel their 
power, and divine energy, upon our hearts; and 
then we ſhall be able, more effectually, and 
with better ſucceſs, to convey the ſaving know- 
| ledge of them to the minds of all thoſe who wait 4 

8 our miniſtrations. 


Luar us not ſhun to declare unto our how 2 
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ers the whole counſel of God, as we wool! be 


\ 


pure from their blood. Let us be at all que 
pains to inſtruct them in the great principles of 
religion, natural and revealed; and what theſe 
great and important duties are, which they owe 
to God, to Jeſus Chriſt, to mankind, and to 
themſelves: at the ſame time, let us not neglect 
to lay before them, the indiſpenſable obligations 
they are under to perform theſe duties, as ever 
they would hope to obtain the divine favour 
and acceptance; let us inſtruct them in every impor- 
tant truth which it is neceſſary for them to know; 
theſe we muſt explain, enforce, and urge, by e- 
very motive and conſideration, and with all that 
2 plainneſs and ſincerity, with all that life and 


efficacy, freedom, and boldneſs, that ſubjeRts of 


2 fuch infinite moment and — all for 
and demand. f 
AsAiN; as 1 propitiation and atonement of 
the Son of God, for the ſins of the world, was 
the conſtant theme on which the apoſtles of our 
Lord delighted to dwell, in all their ſermons 
And diſcourſes; fo it ought to be the main ſub- 
ject of ours; as it is one of the chief glories of 


our religion, and fraught with the trueſt conſo- 


lation and joy, to every foul that is deeply pene- 
trated with a ſenſe of its guilt, and willing, through 
grace, to comply with the terms of the goſpel. 


Let us, who are the miniſters-of Jeſus Chriſt, 


3 glory 1 in the croſs of Chriſt ourſelves, and let us 
peaoint our hearers to the blood of this Lamb of 
= God, that taketh away the fin of the world, 


where 
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| where only they can find healing and relief to 


their guilty ſouls,---In ſhort, in the ſufferings and 
atonement of the Saviour of the world, we may 


| behold, with awe and dread, the exceeding ſin- 
fulneſs Ir ſin, its contrariety to the divine nature, 
perfections, and character, and the complicated 
evils that do attend it in a _ and future 


world. 


Hers, at the ſame time, we may behold, in 
the moſt ſtriking light, the importance of holi- 
neſs, and its indiſpenſable neceſſity in the king- 
dom and government of almighty God. Jultly, 

therefore, may the appeal be made to the whole 
world of reaſonable beings, whether any motive 
to holineſs can be named, any inducement to 
true religion, which carries along with it, ſach 

a mighty efficacy, as the lacrifice of che Son of 

God doth? | 

FURTHER; if de would he the bleſſed i in- 


ſtruments of reclaiming and reforming a ſinful 
and guilty world, and adding to the church of 


and of the goſpel too, ſtand charged and pointed 


at their guilty heads, while they « continue to live 
at open enmity with their Creator, and at vari- 
ance with their own reaſon, conſcience, and judg- 
ment. Let us endeavour to awaken them from 
their inſenſibility, by repreſenting to them, the 
abſolute neceſſity of repentance towards God, 


and 


Chriſt ſuch as ſhall be ſaved at laſt, let us not 
dare to flatter ſinners with vain hopes of impu- 
nity; but proclaim, aloud, in their ears, that all 
the threatenings and curſes of the law of God, 


3 8 3 
GCC 


E 


and faith towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 

of their yielding a conſtant and univerſal obe- 
dience to all the laws and commandments of 
| God for the future; and, to attempt to diſplay 
before them, the grandeur and majeſty of the 
divine perfections, or the inherent comelineſs and 
beauty of true religion and virtue, before they 
be enlightened, and renewedin the ſpirit of their 
mind, would, perhaps, be to little purpoſe. 
1 The great objects of religion, which the a- 


* poſtle calls the things of God, cannot be per- 


4 ceived in their os light; their dignity, im- 

} * portance, and extent, cannot be perceived, but 
« by him who is upright, and pure in heart, 
£00 The natural man recerues them not, neither can 


I © he know them, becauſe they are ſtiritualy di- - 
A * ſcerned*,” Sc. > 
| IN ſhort, would we hem ourſelves approved 
* unto God, workmen that need not be aſhamed, 
| rightly dividing the word of truth; let us be at 
great pains to lay before our hearers their duty 
in its full extent, the great advantages of perform- 
ing it, with the many weighty motives and argu- 
ments to obedience, which our holy religion pre- 


ſcents us with. 


LAT us inſtruct the ignotent, ſupport the | 
weak, awaken the ſecure, reprove the obſtinate, 
comfort the doubting and feeble-minded, and 


| build up the ſaints more and more in their moſt 
= ny 20 faith, 


* See Dr, Came” s temen, on theſe windy aw At. 


the earth, 
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To conclude this liek; in all things, let us 


flew ourſelves a pattern of good works: in doc- 


trine ſhewing uncorruptnefs, gravity, fincerity, 
ſound ſpeech, that cannot be condemned. And 


let us keep conſtantly upon the imagination of 
our hearts, that very awful and folemn charge 
of the great apoſtle of the Gentiles to Timothy: 
I charge ther, before God, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who Jhall judge the quick and the 1 : 
1 appearing, and his kingdom, preach the word, 
be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long-ſuffering and dodtrine. 
II this manner, let us attempt, under God, to 
diſcharge all the parts of our miniſterial func 
uon; and if, alas! we are not ſo ſucceſsful as 
we earneſtly ſtrive to be, yet, by the grace of God, | 
wee ſhall fave our own ſouls. 


WI psd Sad, To; ew, that the ni 


niſters of the goſpel of Jeſus Chrift muſt be 
careful, alſo, to let the light of their example 
ſhine brightly before men, that they may ſee their 
good Works, and . their . ather which is in 


heaven. 


Wr are as a city that is ſetc on an till, which 
cannot be hid. We have need, then, to act our 
part well, and wiſely, that our moſt holy religion 
may not ſuffer on our account; and that we 
give no occaſion to the enemies of the Lord to 
blaſpheme. We muſt take heed not only to our 
; doftrine, but to ourſelves. 

A Bis Hor, fays the apoſtle, muſt be * 


. * to be a harmleſs or inof- 
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fenſive perlon, as that means the being free front 
the outward and groſs acts of vice and immora» 
lity, is but a low and indifferent character; much 
more, ſurely, is expected from the man of God, 


namely, that his life be filled up with publicly uſef ul 


and beneficent purpoſes and actions; that his ſoul 
be adorned with every amiable and lovely quality, 
with undiſſembled piety, and love to God ande- 
ſus Chrilt, and with fervent charity to allmankind, 


eſpecially, to all the flock over which he is ap- 


pointed an overſeer. Would we, in ſhort, ſhine 
3 as lights in the world, hey, whetvener things are 
true, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, and of good report, 
2 mult inſpire every thought, every deſign, every 


word and action of our lives. Theſe muſt be the 


3 prevailing diſpoſitions of our minds, and the N 
1 ſteady principles of our moral conduct. 2 
FoukRrH ER, we find the ſame apoſtle adyi- 
5 ſing Timothy to keep himſelf pure, thereby, 
plainly intimating, that the ſervant of the Lord 


muſt watch carefully over his heart, eſpecially 


over all his inferior appetites and paſſions, and 
keep at the greateſt diſtance from all thoſe ſin- 


ful tendencies of the fleſh and ſpirit, which are 


not only the reproach of his nature, but the ſure 
and certain means of bringing Chriſtianity 1 into 


diſrepute. 


IT Es impurities of the fleſh and ſpirit Joud 
| the underſtanding, and throw a thick miſt and 
2 darkneſs over all the powers of the ſoul, which 
will diſqualify it for all intellectual and divine 
improve ements. Hence, we find, dt. Paul, both 


by 
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by bis advice and practice, recommending to 
mankind, a moderate uſe of the enjoyments of 
life, as the belt preſervative againſt the tumul- 
tuous noiſe of inferior appetites. I keep under | 
my body, and bring it into ſubjection, leſt, that, by | 
| +4 any means, when I have preached to others, 1 my- 
— 1 1 ſhould be a caſt- away. 
1 ; Acain; would we act our part with ho- 
_ ju nour and decenc as the eſtabliſhed teachers 
MW © and inſtructors mankind; let us be on our 
#108 | guard againſt the firſt riſings and motions of 
„ pride, ambition, and covetouſneſs. Every one 
Wit knows the more theſe paſſions are indulged, the |. 
| leſs manageable they will prove. My reverend 
Fathers and Brethren, know very well, at the | 
fame time, that the peace and harmony, which 
ſubſiſted for a conſiderable time in the primitve 
church, were unhappily interrupted, and, in the | 
iſſue, deſtroyed through theinfluence of ſuch de- 
ſtructive and unruly paſſions: hence ſchiſm, he- 
reſy, and numberleſs factions aroſe; hence na- 
tion armed againſt nation, altar againſt altar, and 
one religious ſe& againſt its oppoſite, devoutly 
perſecuting each other: It is almoſt needleſs to 
obſerve, that ſuch a factious, turbulent, and ſchiſ- 
matical ſpirit, breathes nothing of the true ſpirit 
and genius of the Chriſtian religion, nothing of 
the wiſdom which came down from above, but = 
is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh.------ _ 
Lex it be remembered, i in the /af? place, that | 
if our character, as the miniſters and ſervants of 
Jeſus Chriſt, does 1 not correſpond to the doc- 
| uine 
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| trinewe teach, we will act but a very inconſiſtent 
part; we will belie our profeſſion in the face of 


the world, injure our conſcience, bring a reproach 


and diſhonour upon that venerable Name by 
which we are called, give a ſcandal to the pro- 
fane, and thoſe that are without, by making them 


believe, that religion is only a cunningly deviſed 


fable, whilſt we, who, of all others, ſhould be | 
the molt regular and exemplary, are yet the moſt 
diſlolute and vitious in our lives. 


1 SHOULD, next. proceed to codſider, more 
particularly, the awful obligations, we, who are 


miniſters of the goſpel, are under, faithfully, to 


perform all the duties of our ſacred function. 
| We will herety be fellow- workers with God 
himſelf, in eſtabliſhing his kingdom of truth 
and righteouſneſs in the hearts and lives of men.--- 
We will be animated by the nobleſt of all ex- 
amples, even that of the Son of God himſelf, 
who continually went about doing good to the 
ſouls and bodies of mca.--- We will be influen- 
ced by the hope of that glory, which is particu- 
larly promiſed to thoſe ſervants of Chriſt, who 
turn many to righteouſneſs.---Laſtly, We will 
| have a conſcientious regard to the worth and va- 
lue of theſe precious and immortal fouls com- 
” |: mitted to our care, as well as to the conſidera- 
tion of the invaluable ranſom paid for them 
| Theſe are all mighty motives, and incentives, 
to excite us to all imaginable diligence, to take 
heed to oui ſelves, and to all the flock over which 
rr 


——gͥvꝛ— 7*—3 ̃ .yṽ —— —— — en_— Co 


FW") 


we are appointed overſeers, that, by our deffrine 
and example, we may be inſtrumental in faving 
them and ourfelves. Time will not allow me 
to enter upon a more particalar conſideration of | 
| theſe things. 
In the third and laſt place; a word of direc- | 
lion to you who are the hearers of the goſpel, 9 
and I ſhall have done. 
ALTHOUGH the words of the text ſer to || 
ke addreſſed, primarily, to the apoſtles of our 
Lord, and to their ſucceſſors in office, to the | 
end of the world; yet are they applicable, in 
ſeveral reſpects, to all real Chriſtians, without 
exception. They, alſo, are the light of the world, 
cc. Be ye blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſous of I 
God, without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked || 
and perverſe nation, among whom ye Shine as 
lights in the world, Phil. ii. 15. 
O wWHAT a glorious Wee had the go- = 
ſpel, as preached by the apoſtles, upon the hearts 
and lives of the primitive Chriſtians! As ſoon as 
the benevolent deſign, and bleſſed tendency of 
it was proved to the world, mankind came cheer- 
fully, in number like the morning dew, and 
gladly bending the neck to Meſliah's yoke, pro- 
claimed him, God over all, bleſſed for evermore; | 
and, with joy, declared chemlelves the qutiful | 
and loyal ſubjects of his kingdom. Thus it 
carried conviction wherever it went, gained 
proſelytes, numerous as the rain upon the mow 
Bras, and ſhowers chat water r the earth. 
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How gladly did they receive the word? And 


how ſteadfaſtly did they continue in the apoſtles 
doctrine, and fellowſhip, and in breaking of 


bread, and in prayers? How did they warm 


each others hearts, in all their religious meetings 


and aſſemblies, and re-kindle the holy fire of 


divine love and devotion, which, 1 am ſorry to 
ſay, is almoſt expiring amongſt us? And how 


2 was their abſtinence, mortification, and 


'| deadnels, to the riches, honours, and pleaſures 
= of the world. - hid! es 5 


Bur, alas! Hon ig our gold become dim, and 
our moſt fine gold changed? How little of that 


noble zeal for God and religion, for vital piety 


and Godlineſs, is to be found amongſt us, for 

which the apoſtles of our Lord, and the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, were ſo conſpicuous? What na- 
tion under heaven hath been favoured with more 


| peculiarand diſtinguiſhing bleſſings, civil and ſa- 
: cred, than we have been? And yet what nation 


hath made worſe returns to God for them, than 
we have done? What would the primitive Chri- 
ſtians, during the firſt ten perſecutions, have given 


for the liberty of conſcience, which we of this 
| nation enjoy? At how dear a rate would our 


fore-fathers, at, and ſince our reformation from 


| | Popery, have purchaſed the bleſſed privileges of 

it || meeting, as we have acceſs to do, without trouble 
or moleſtation, in God's houſe of prayer, here 
below, to ſerve and worſhip him according to 
the dictates of their own conſciences, and to be 


ed 


(36 ) 


fd with the bread of life which. came down 


from heaven? How highly, I ſay, would they 


have valued theſe privileges, and yet ſcarcely 
could they procure them, even with the ina of 
| their lives? . 
Max not this put thouſunds among us to 
5 the bluſh, who call themſelves Chriftians, and 
are ſo in nothing beyond the name, who are 


placed in circumſtances of knowing their duty, 


Divine mind and will, and c ſtanding miniſtry 
too, who are ready to affiſt tuem in their higheſt 


move revolted, and = rey. 


5 'To condos; lee! it be our united prayer t to 
i God, that he would enable us all to walk as the : 
children of the light, and of the day; to let our light | 

fo ſhine before men, that they, ſeeing our good works, | 

may glorify our heavenly Father. Let us all en- 
deavour to do honour to our profeſſion, by 
e e to it, and by abounding in all 
the ; 


and moſt important intereſts and concerns, . yet 
ve in the habitual contempt of God and religi- 
on, profane the Name and Sabbaths of the Lord, 
deſpiſe his ordinances, and are treaſuring up un- f 
io themſelves wrath again the day of wrath, and | 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God. We 
| pray ſuch, inChriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to God, 
ts break off their fins by righteouſneſs, and their 
 iniquities, by turning to the Lord From whom they 


and under all the advantages of obedience, who | 
enjoy the benefit of a ſianding revelation of the 


(9) 


a | the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus 
9 | C £4 unto the Shes aſs of God; 2 2 
| our departure out of this world, we may be able, 
| with the great apoſtle Paul, upon good grounds, 
to ſay, Ve have fought a good fight, we have fi- 
3 | nished our courſe, we have kept the faith: hence- 
id | forth there is laid up for us a crown of righteouſ= 
re neſs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, hall 
ty, give us af that day: and not to us, only, but unto 
ho | all them, alſo, that love his appearing. AMEN. 
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